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Welcome to PGMA’s Generate Safety Education Program!

As an educator, you strive to help prepare children for their futures. PGMA’s Generate Safety 

education program helps fulfill that mission by teaching kids about portable generator safety now, 

establishing a solid foundation of safe behaviors they can carry into adulthood.

Portable generator safety isn’t just for adults. In fact, teaching kids about portable generator safety 

has immediate benefits … and long-term benefits, too. 

First, they’ll learn how to recognize proper vs. improper portable generator operation and signs 

of CO poisoning, equipping them to protect themselves from danger. This education also creates 

safe habits they will remember as they get older, creating the next generation of SAFE portable 

generator users.

Plus, once they’re educated on safe portable generator practices, they’ll be sure to remind their 

parents! Safety is a family matter, so let’s start informing them now.

PGMA’s curriculum of teaching materials, in age-appropriate language, helps make learning about 

portable generator safety fun and interactive. Together, we can Generate Safety!

A little bit about PGMA

We are a trade association that seeks to develop and influence safety and performance standards 

for our industry’s products. We are also dedicated to educating consumers on the safe use of 

portable generators.

https://www.pgmaonline.com/
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Why is portable generator safety so important?

Portable generators are efficient, affordable sources of power that become life-saving tools in times 

of emergency. They provide secondary power to keep food and medications properly refrigerated, 

keep the lights on, power communication devices, and more.

Unfortunately, when used improperly, they can also be deadly. Year after year, people suffer carbon 

monoxide poisoning due to improper usage of portable generators - such as using them indoors, in 

partially enclosed spaces, or too near doors, windows, and vents. Other potential hazards include 

electric shock or electrocution, fire and burns. These tragedies are all preventable just by following 

a few simple, clear guidelines. The Portable Generator Manufacturers’ Association (PGMA) has 

developed messaging and materials related to safe operation. Information and preparedness now 

can help prevent tragedy.

Our mission is to inform about the safe operation of portable generators with quality, plentifully 

available resources that promote proper usage of these necessary devices and save lives.
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Take It Outside: Your resource for portable generator 
safety information.

To help mitigate the hazards of portable generator misuse and educate the public about safe best 

practices, PGMA created the Take It Outside campaign, with an accompanying website dedicated 

to safe usage of portable generators. 

You can visit the website and access its in-depth information here:

https://www.takeyourgeneratoroutside.com/

The purpose of Take It Outside to keep safety top of mind, with a name that sums up the key to safe 

operation. Take It Outside—that’s the only safe place for your portable generator to be operated. 

Watch the Take It Outside video.

We’ve developed a brief, informative video about safeguarding against CO inhalation when using a 

portable generator.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPq323L7jEw&t=3s
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Teacher’s Resources 
To help you teach your students about portable generator safety, we’ve created a full curriculum of teaching 

materials, in age-appropriate language aimed at two kid audiences: elementary schoolers in K-6th grade and 

middle- and high-schoolers in 7th-12th grade. Resources for K-6th, with easy-to-understand messages and 

bold, kid-friendly graphics, are available below. Since the learning activities cover a broad range, we suggest 
teachers use their discretion as to which activities are most appropriate for their student’s age ranges.
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Kindergarten through 6th gradeK-6
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Know the signs of 
carbon monoxide poisoning

If you feel any of these symptoms, 
tell your parents or the nearest adult right away!

DIZZINESS HEADACHE CONFUSION SHORTNESS
 OF BREATH

BLURRED VISION NAUSEA CHEST PAIN

  Know the Signs 
       of CO Poisoning

LEARNING ABOUT PORTABLE GENERATOR SAFETY

© 2023 Portable Generator Manufacturers’ Association / www.takeyourgeneratoroutside.com

Where and when portable 
 generators can help.

Thanks to their ability to provide electricity when there would otherwise be none, 
portable generators have been a must-have item for homeowners and business 

owners for decades.

EMERGENCIES

POWER 
OUTAGES CAMPING

TAILGAITING

BOATING

SPORTING 
EVENTS

HOLIDAY
DISPLAYS

STANDBY
POWER

CONSTRUCTION
MINING

AGRICULTURE

FAIRS &
CARNIVALS

OUTDOOR 
PARTIES

  Where and When 
       Portable Generators
       Can Help

Information Guides
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Have fun coloring in the scene above.
Notice how far the generator is from the house?
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Name:                                                                   

  Coloring Page

SAFETYSAFETY
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Safety is the most important thing to remember when operating 
or being around a portable generator. See how many words you can generate 

that begin with the letters that make up the word “safety.”

 Safety is the word!

SS
AA
FF
EE
TT
YY

  Safety Is the Word!
       K-6
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Word Search

GENERATOR 

SAFETY

OUTSIDE 

CARBON MONOXIDE 

DETECTOR 

POWER 

CAMPGROUND 

STORM

PORTABLE 

Find the following words in the puzzle above. Words are hidden across, down and diagonally.

“Portable Generator Safety”

Name: _________________________________________________

Portable Generator Safety

C I D L K H V H N G U Q H Z O A Y S

U P C A R B O N M O N O X I D E P A

V O D N D G E N E R A T O R X Q M F

U R E N Q B P G M A J S O T Y Z Z E

G T T T L P O W E R H R Y V W E Z T

V A E B Y L P D U X R J C P U I R Y

M B C X K S C A M P G R O U N D S B

G L T C W H V X F Q H L I A Q A V H

T E O O U T S I D E L Q Q T O Z O Q

K P R C I L P B M D Y N B F I C Q A

G R G F K S T O R M C P M H W Q F P

O P Q E M E G F D K K G A O S H C E

Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden and .

CAMPGROUND
CARBONMONOXIDE
DETECTOR
GENERATOR

OUTSIDE
PGMA
PORTABLE
POWER

SAFETY
STORM

Created by BF using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)

Name:                                                                   

  Word Search
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Crossword Puzzle

MANUAL

Across 
  1. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
  8. Solo tatem mus vollitatem 
16. Facia quis doles audi accat quunt
22. Ehent ea prore, officat emperov 
28. lluptati sediti im re mil imus
34. Sillatem aliquia ndionse erum quatius.
42. Menet quid qui autatur?

Down 
  2. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
  7. Solo tatem mus vollitatem 
19. Facia quis doles audi accat quunt
25. Ehent ea prore, officat emperov 
29. lluptati sediti im re mil imus
33. Sillatem aliquia ndionse erum quatius.
41. Menet quid qui autatur?

Name:                                                                   

  Crossword Puzzle
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Connect the dots to see what a portable generator looks like.
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Learning Activities

6



Teacher’s Resources 
Resources for 7th-12th grades, with appropriately more sophisticated messaging that still retain a 

fun presentation, are available below. Since the learning activities cover a broad range, we suggest 
teachers use their discretion as to which activities are most appropriate for their student’s age ranges.
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7-12 Grades 7 through 12
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Always operate 
generators outside, 

pointing fumes 
away from the 

house and people.
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Ways you can protect yourself from the dangers of CO:

Install carbon 
monoxide 
detectors

Keep generators 
away from windows 

and doors.

Choose generators 
with CO shutoff 

systems.

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, tasteless gas 
produced by burning gasoline, wood, propane, charcoal or other fuel. 

Improperly ventilated appliances and engines, particularly in a tightly sealed or 

enclosed space, may allow carbon monoxide to accumulate to dangerous levels.

This is why portable generators must always by used outside only!

The dangers of carbon monoxide.

If you feel 
symptoms, 

warn parents and 
leave the area.

  The Dangers of CO
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Know the signs of 
carbon monoxide poisoning

If you feel any of these symptoms, 
tell your parents or the nearest adult right away!

DIZZINESS HEADACHE CONFUSION SHORTNESS
 OF BREATH

BLURRED VISION NAUSEA CHEST PAIN

  Know the Signs 
       of CO Poisoning
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Do you remember what you’ve learned about portable generator safety?
Let’s see by answering the questions below.

Portable Generator Quiz

1) It is okay to refuel the tank of a portable generator while it is running as long as you are careful.
True
False

2) Which of the following describes the traits of Carbon Monoxide:
a. Odorless
b. Colorless
c. Tasteless
d. All of the above

3) It is okay to plug a portable generator directly into a normal household outlet.
True
False

4) If you experience symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning, what should be your first action?
a. Sit down
b. Turn off the generator
c. Hold your breath
d. Tell a parent

5) In which direction should portable generator fumes be pointed?
a. Into the wind
b. With the wind
c. Away from houses or people
d. Towards trees

Name:                                                                   

  Portable Generator Quiz
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Below are some examples of portable generators being used improperly.

See if you can spot the mistakes in each example and list them below.

Spot the mistakes

A B C

D F

Mistakes:

A.                                                                                           

B.                                                                                           

C.                                                                                           

D.                                                                                           

E.                                                                                           

F.                                                                                           

E

  Spot the Mistakes
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CO alarms protect you from the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning.

Change the 
batteries 
regularly.

Since carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, tasteless gas, it is important 
to install CO alarms in your living spaces to help keep you safe.

Carbon monoxide alarms.

Install CO alarms 
in all living spaces, 

including the 
basement.

Follow installation 
instructions

carefully.

MANUAL

Have backup 
batteries on hand, 
even for plug-in 

alarms.

Use the test button 
to make sure unit is 
operating properly.

Avoid installing alarms 
near vents or drapes

 and furniture.

  Carbon Monoxide 
       Alarms
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Where and when portable 
 generators can help.

Thanks to their ability to provide electricity when there would otherwise be none, 
portable generators have been a must-have item for homeowners and business 

owners for decades.
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  Where and When 
       Portable Generators
       Can Help
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Safety is the most important thing to remember when operating 
or being around a portable generator. See how many words you can generate 

that begin with each of the letters that make up the word “safety.”

Safety is the word!

SS A F E T YA F E T Y
1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)
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9)

10)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)
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Name:                                                                   

  Safety Is the Word
       7-12

KEEP GENERATORS OUTSIDE 
WHILE IN USE
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Portable Generator
Do’s & Don’ts

DoDo Don’tDon’t
OPERATE GENERATORS 
INDOORS OR GARAGES

READ THE OWNER’S 
MANUAL FIRST

START THE GENERATOR 
RIGHT UP AND GO

USE OUTDOORS ONLY AND 
POINT FUMES AWAY FROM 
HOMES OR PEOPLE

POINT FUMES WHEREVER 
IT’S CONVENIENT

KEEP GENERATOR AWAY 
FROM DOORS AND 
WINDOWS

KEEP GENERATOR 
CLOSE TO HOME

INSTALL CARBON 
MONOXIDE DETECTORS

RELY ON SMOKE
 DETECTORS

LEAVE IMMEDIATELY 
IF YOU FEEL SYMPTOMS 
OF CO

SIT DOWN OR FALL ASLEEP 
NEAR A GENERATOR

  Portable Generator
        Do’s & Don’ts

Information Guides

Learning Activities
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Crossword Puzzle

MANUAL

Across 
  1. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
  8. Solo tatem mus vollitatem 
16. Facia quis doles audi accat quunt
22. Ehent ea prore, officat emperov 
28. lluptati sediti im re mil imus
34. Sillatem aliquia ndionse erum quatius.
42. Menet quid qui autatur?

Down 
  2. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet
  7. Solo tatem mus vollitatem 
19. Facia quis doles audi accat quunt
25. Ehent ea prore, officat emperov 
29. lluptati sediti im re mil imus
33. Sillatem aliquia ndionse erum quatius.
41. Menet quid qui autatur?

Name:                                                                   

  Crossword Puzzle
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Word Search

GENERATOR 

SAFETY

OUTSIDE 

CARBON MONOXIDE 

DETECTOR 

POWER 

CAMPGROUND 

STORM

PORTABLE 

Find the following words in the puzzle above. Words are hidden across, down and diagonally.

“Portable Generator Safety”

Name: _________________________________________________

Portable Generator Safety

C I D L K H V H N G U Q H Z O A Y S

U P C A R B O N M O N O X I D E P A

V O D N D G E N E R A T O R X Q M F

U R E N Q B P G M A J S O T Y Z Z E

G T T T L P O W E R H R Y V W E Z T

V A E B Y L P D U X R J C P U I R Y

M B C X K S C A M P G R O U N D S B

G L T C W H V X F Q H L I A Q A V H

T E O O U T S I D E L Q Q T O Z O Q

K P R C I L P B M D Y N B F I C Q A

G R G F K S T O R M C P M H W Q F P

O P Q E M E G F D K K G A O S H C E

Find the following words in the puzzle.
Words are hidden and .

CAMPGROUND
CARBONMONOXIDE
DETECTOR
GENERATOR

OUTSIDE
PGMA
PORTABLE
POWER

SAFETY
STORM

Created by BF using Word Search Generator on
Super Teacher Worksheets (www.superteacherworksheets.com)

Name:                                                                   

  Word Search


